
There was a packed council chamber on Tuesday 11th May for an open forum of the Kingsbridge Town Council (KTC) when the latest application from Tesco was discussed. The application is for an extension of the timescale of the outline approval for the erection of a 3,716M2 retail food store with car parking and service access and improved links to Fore Street and Cookworthy Road. KTC have recommended refusal of the extension for the following reasons.

     No tower lift to improve access to Fore Street,

     Car park at former Western Power Distribution site to be operational 
before retail store development commences,

     Junction with Cookworthy Road to be improved prior to opening of 
the retail store,

     Section 106 funding to be reviewed.

Following comments on the original application Tesco agreed to consider improved access to Fore Street to encourage customers to walk into the town. Tesco now state that it would not be possible to construct this. The council thought that the erection of an escalator should be achievable and also agreed that economic circumstances had changed since the original application which made a new supermarket less attractive.

It was evident that a majority of those present were very much against the opening of another supermarket in the town for several other reasons. 



It would be highly detrimental to the traders in Fore Street who 
    
    are already struggling in the present financial climate,


We have now a perfectly adequate supermarket,


We should be considering the impact on the environment especially 
    now and for our future,


The development is contrary to the local plan of 1996 and its later 
    revision which clearly state that no major retail developments 
    should be allowed outside the town centre,


The site should be used to build the much needed low cost houses.

The Chairman of the Council said it was still not too late to write to the SHDC stating objections. Very few letters had been received and he stressed the need for a rapid response. 

Members of the public are welcome to attend the meeting of the Development Control Committee at Follaton House when this application will be discussed. The date for this meeting is likely to be early June. Please check the Agenda of the Development Control Committee on the SHDC website for times and dates.

